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ABSTRACT

Morum (Oniscidia) ninomiyai, new spectes, is described from off Thailand in the
Andaman Sea and is compared with closely related congeners.

In 1981, the late Carl C. Withrow of Florida
submitted to me for identification a specimen of
an apparently new species of Morum from the
Andaman Sea, off southern Thailand. This
unique specimen was subsequently illustrated by
Sally Diana Kaicher (1983) in her “Card
Catalogue of World-Wide Shells”, as an ap-
parently undescribed Morum. The Andaman
Sea specimen was again transmitted to me for
study in 1983 by Taizo Ninomiya of Tokyo, who
had obtained Mr. Withrow's collection of
Morum. Mr. Ninomiya kindly permitted me to
retain the specimen with the expectation that
additional material might be forthcoming from
his contacts in Bangkok. Fortunately, a second
specimen resulted from the inquiries of Mr.
Ninomiya, for whom I take great pleasure in
naming this interesting discovery.

The new species is a member of an Indo-
Pacific group within the subgenus Oniscidia
Morch, 1852, composed of the following taxa:
cancellatum (Sowerby, 1824; type species);
grande (A. Adams, 1855); uchiyamai Kuroda
and Habe, in Habe, 1961; joelgreener Emerson,
1981; and watanabei Kosuge, 1981.

The genus Morum (sensu lato) has long been
elassified with the mesogastropods in the
Cassidae (Thiele, 1929; Boss, 1982; Emerson,
1985). Anatomical studies of Morum, however,
indieate that this genus is referable to the
neogastropod family Harpidae (Hughes, 1986,
and personal communications). Dr. Hughes has
in preparation a manuscript in which he rectifies
the present taxonomic misplacement of the
genus. Recent observations on New and Old
World species of Morum (sensu stricto and
Oniscidia), moreover, confirm that these
gastropods also autotomize the posterior por-

tion of the foot (R. Goldberg, P. Williams and W.
Liltved, personal communications), a well-
known behavorial characteristic of the’ genus
Harpa (Rehder, 1973).

It should be noted that Harpidae Bronn, 1849
(type genus Harpa (Rdéding, 1798);
(Gastropoda), is a homonym of Harpidae Hawle
and Corda, 1847 (type genus Harpes Goldfuss,
1839) (Trilobita). Raven (1985) has applied to the
International Commission On Zoological
Nomenclature to emend the spelling of this gas-
tropod family to Harpaidae Bronn, 1849 and to
place the emended taxon on the Official List of
Family-Group Names in Zoology.

Morum (Oniscidia) ninomiyai, new species
Figs. 1-5
Morum sp. Kaicher, 1983, #3730, 3 figs., “off Thailand".

(INustrations of the paratype of this species.)

Diagnosis: Member of the Morum (0.) cancel-
latum (Sowerby, 1824)—M. (0.) watanaber
Kosuge, 1981, complex. Distinguished by having
the outer lip and the thin parietal shield sculp-
tured by numerous, fine, thread-like ridges (Fig.
5).

Description: Shell medium size for genus, at-
taining 40 + mm in height, pyriform, attenuated
at base. Spire low, extended; protoconch erect
and papillate, composed of 12 glossy, smooth
whorls. Postnuclear whorls 5 in number, low
conical, weakly shouldered below the suture,
first and second whorls weakly cancellated, sub-
sequent whorls strongly cancellated, with 14
prominent spinose axial ridges per whorl
crossed by 10 moderately weak spiral cords to
form a blade-like, hooked spine at the juncture
of the spiral and axial ribs; spines most promi-
nent at the shoulder. Intervarical areas with 8 to
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FIGS. 1-5. Morum (Oniscidia) ninomiyai, new species. 1 and 2, Holotype, AMNH no. 221241. 3-5, Paratype, T. Ninomiya col-
lection (Fig. 5, coated to show sculptural details; photograph courtesy of S. D, Kaicher). 6-9. Morum (Oniscidia) cancellatum
(Sowerby, 1821); after Emerson, 1985, pl. 1, figs. 15-18. 6 and 7, off Taiwan, AMNH no. 183783. 8 and 9, Lectotype, BM(NH)
no. 197744, “China Seas” (photographs courtesy of A. Beu). All figures except figure 5 approximately x 1.

10 evenly spaced axial lamellae. Aperture nar-
row, elongate, semicrescentic in outline.
Parietal shield moderately large, thin with outer
edge raised and covered by numerous, fine, ir-
regular linear lirations, giving the appearance
of fine threads. Outer lip thickened, crenulated
and weakly toothed, with about 10 primary
teeth forming inconspicuous linear projections
on the inner labial margin, 2 secondary teeth
formed between each pair of primary teeth.
Anal sulcus shallow; siphonal canal short, widely
open, weakly recurved. Operculum not known.

Color: Nucleus shiny, buff; postnuclear whorls
with whitish base color, overlaid with flecks of
reddish brown; 4 widely spaced, interrupted
brownish spiral bands on body whorl (1 band on
shoulder, 2 on either side of midbody area, 1
near the base). Aperture milky white; outer lip
and parietal shield white and surface thinly
glazed (in holotype).

Measurements: Holotype, 41.8 mm in height,

25.7 mm in width; paratype, 40.6 mm in height,
25.8 mm in width.

Type locality: off Phuket Island, Thailand
(8°N, 98.22°E), Andaman Sea, dredged in 50 to
150 meters.

Type specimens: holotype, AMNH 221241
(Figs. 1, 2) from type locality; paratype, T.
Ninomiya Collection, from “off Thailand,
Andaman Sea, ex-Carl Withrow Collection,
April 28, 1980”7, (Figs. 3-5).

Distribution: Known only from the type locali-
ty and adjacent waters.

Remarks: The new species superficially
resembles specimens of Morum (O.) cancellatum
(Figs. 6, 7, and 8, 9 (lectotype) and M. (O.)
watanaber Kosuge (see Kosuge, 1981, pl. 33,
figs. 1, 2 holotype; Emerson, 1985, figs. 11-14),
but differs in the number of axial and spiral
ridges, the dentition of the outer lip and the
unique sculpture of the parietal shield (Fig. 5).
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(POLYPLACOPHORA) FROM THE VENEZUELA BASIN.
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ABSTRACT

A new species of Lepidopleurus from the depths of the Venezuela Basin, Carib-
bean Sea, 1s deseribed and eompared with L. scrippsianus Ferreira, 1980, from

the Kastern Paeific.
From October to December 1981, the Naval
Ocean Research and Development Activity

(NORDA), NSTL Station, MS, eondueted in-

'Published posthumously. Died 1986,

tense physical and biological investigations of
deep-sea sediments in the Venezuela Basin from
aboard USNS Bartlett (cruise 1301-82). Among
the benthic macrofauna were 6 speeimens of
chitons: 3 specimens, ca. 13, 11, and 9 mm long



